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LEAGUE OF
WOMEN VOTERS“

49 South Hotel Street, Room 314 | Honolulu, Hl 96813
www.|wv-hawaii.com | 808.531.7448 | voters@lwvhawaii.com

House Committee on Finance

Wednesday, February 19, 2014, Conference Room 308
HB 420, HD1 Proposing a Constitutional Amendment to the Hawaii State Constitution to Require

Disclosure of the Names of Judicial Nominees

TESTIMONY
Jean Aoki, Legislative Committee, League of Women Voters of Hawaii

Chair Luke, Vice-Chairs Nishimoto and Johanson and Committee Members:

The League of Women Voters of Hawaii strongly supports HB 420,HD1 which would amend our state
constitution to require the judicial selection commission to publicly disclose its lists of nominees for
appointments to seats on our district and circuit courts, the intermediate appellate court and the supreme
court, concurrently with its presentation of those lists to the governor or the chief justice.

When the League did our study of the Judiciary in 2002 and 2003, we focused a great deal of attention on
the Judicial Selection Commission, because the public had really no or little input in the selection of our
judges and justices in contrast to states where the judges and justices are elected. While we would
oppose any attempts to select the members of our courts by election, we did believe and took the position
that the names of the nominees for seats on the courts should be released by the Judicial Selection
Commission. This would allow input by members of the public who knew one or more of the nominees to
comment as to their qualifications, just as the voluntary release of the names of nominees started by then
Governor Lingle and Chief Justice Moon made possible comments to them from the public.

So it was welcome news when the Chair of the Judicial Selection Commission announced that henceforth,
the names of all nominees to seats on the courts would be released at the times the names are sent to the
governor and the chief justice. Increased sunshine in the process of selecting judges would increase
public confidence in the Judiciary.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify on this very impoitant constitutional amendment.
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, February 18, 2014 12:05 AM
T0: FlNTestimony
Cc: katc31999@gmai|.com
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB42O on Feb 19, 2014 15:O0PM*

H B420
Submitted on: 2/18/2014
Testimony for FIN on Feb 19, 2014 15:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Katarina Culina Individual Support No i

Comments:

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinqJ_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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From: mailinglist@capito|.hawaii.gov
Sent: Wednesday, February 19, 2014 6:58 AM
To: ' JFINTest|mony
Cc: sharonmi@hawaii.edu
Subject: Submitted testimony for HB420 on Feb 19, 2014 15:00PM

H B420
Submitted on: 2/19/2014
Testimony for FIN on Feb 19, 2014 15:00PM in Conference Room 308

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing
I Sharon Miyashiro Individual Support No l

Comments: Open government for all branches is critical. Nominees should be known to the public. If
these individuals want to serve they should be willing to be vetted by those who they will serve if
appointed.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearinq,_improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov

1
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